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March 19, 2020 
Dear Church Family, 
 

In the past week we have experienced challenges that most of us have never faced before. The 
news, government mandates, and reality of the coronavirus has significantly impacted our 
community. This impact is creating a loss of jobs, economic collapse, increased anxiety, and yes, 
even a shortage of toilet paper (a.k.a. hoarding). Although our present situation is turbulent 
and difficult, these are also times that are FILLED WITH OPPORTUNITY! In the history of 
humankind, no one has addressed times like this better than the Church. In the days ahead we 
will face opportunities to minister like we would not have if it was not for the challenges we are 
facing. Let us embrace these opportunities! Let us “Live Our Faith, Love With Action, and 
Proclaim Hope In Jesus”. Let us realize that God has allowed us to live in this very moment in 
time for “such a time as this”. 
 

On Wednesday evening our leadership team met to carefully discuss appropriate action for our 
church in light of the times we are navigating. We want to balance the “tension” of continuing 
to do ministry but also adhering to guidance given by governing authorities. There are many 
opinions held regarding the concerns of the coronavirus. We feel after we get through this 
challenging time (we will get through it!), we would rather be accused of being “overcautious” 
than “reckless”. The doors of the physical church building are now closed for public ministry 
with the intention of resuming on Sunday, April 5. Our leadership team will be meeting April 1 
to evaluate and make any additional decisions based on the latest information that is available 
at that time. This decision results in the following: 
 

Sunday, March 22 & March 29- No SS, Morning Worship, or Evening Ministry 
Wednesday, March 25 & April 1- No Kidz Klub, Youth, Prayer Connection 

 

I want you to know that simply writing those words “we are closing the doors” gives me a gut-
wrenching feeling! I have been reminding myself, however, that “The Church” is not the 
building; it is the people. It’s you! May we grow in our faith and dependence on God during this 
time and find appropriate ways to care for each other as well as those in our community! 
 

With Much Love, 
 
 
 
Neil Breneman 
Lead Pastor 
 
There is so much to communicate and we are committed to walking with you and your family 
during this time! I hope that the following information is not only helpful, but encouraging to 
you as we walk through this together. (see reverse side) 
 



Technology- Staying Connected 
If you ever thought about venturing into the technology world, now is the time! Technology has allowed 
individuals who are quarantined to remain connected which is essential during this time. We were created by 
God to be in relationships. If tech is too scary for you, don’t worry. We will do everything possible to remain 
connected with you as well. We will be using four primary means of communication during these times: 
 

- Church website (www.lewistowncma.com)- A special page is being developed under the “Home” tab 
which is where most everything we are communicating will “land”. If you are ever afraid you missed 
something, visit the page. It will be there! 

- Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/LewistownAllianceChurch)- Our newly created Facebook page 
has had a lot of activity. You can view this even if you don’t have Facebook. Our family ministry page 
(https://www.facebook.com/LewistownFamilyMinistry/) will also continue to have posts to follow. 

- E-mail- This is a great way to send out important communication and save the cost of postage. If you 
have e-mail but didn’t receive this via e-mail let us know at: lewistowncma@comcast.net  

- Phone Prayer Chain- For those that do not want to navigate the digital age, we will continue to 
communicate via phone message. Please understand, phone messages are limited to 2 minutes, so we 
cannot always give as much communication. 

 

“Sermons” 
Once again, technology is so helpful! Though you will not receive your weekly “dose” of a Sunday morning 
sermon, we are going to try some different formats. Rather than give a typical 30-40 minute message via 
video, we felt it would be better to give short messages on a regular basis all week. Once again, though we 
cannot be present together, we want to walk with you daily to encourage you and challenge you! You can 
expect short video messages to be released at 10:00am every day which will be communicated through 
Facebook and posted on the church website. Thanks for being patient as we navigate this “uncharted” 
territory for us! 
 

We will also offer short regular prayer chain messages each day at 10:00am so keep the phone handy! 
 

Church Giving 
Although our physical doors are closed, most of our church operations and ministry expenses remain the 
same. Your continued tithes and offerings are important so we can minister effectively during this time and 
dream bigger about new ministry opportunities. If you never engaged in online giving now is a great time! Visit 
our church website and click the “Give” icon at the bottom which is also listed under the “Home” tab.  
 

You may also mail to our address: Lewistown Alliance Church, 50 Hudson Avenue, Lewistown, PA 17044.  
If you do not have an offering envelope to include you can simply mark a slip of paper. 
 

Needs 
I believe it was God ordained that last Sunday the fruit of the Spirit we focused on was generosity (goodness). 
One of the ways we can minister to others during this time is to watch for needs and sacrificially help meet 
those needs. If the need is greater than you can handle alone, please let us know because we would like to 
help. We are dependent on you to help communicate needs you become aware of. If you personally have 
needs, please let us know because we want to help support you! 
 

We Are Here For You! 
Quarantines and guidelines do not take away our ability to make phone calls! Please do not hesitate to contact 
your assigned elder, one of the church staff, or the church phone (717-248-6369, voicemail will be checked 
frequently). Please also consider reaching out to each other. This is a great time to grow in our community of 
caring! The church office will be closed during this time, however, if you have a need to stop by the church, 
please call and arrange something with one of the staff. 


